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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jerome G Schaeferon February 12 th 2010. 



The application has been amended as follows: 
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In the Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) An apparatus for providing reserved connections between end 

stations, in a network capable of providing prioritized communications, comprising: 
a switch in packet communication with the end stations, 

wherein the switch is adapted to detect and forward packets that contain prioritized data 
for priority processing, and packets that include requests for reserved connections 
according to a given reservation protocol, 

wherein the switch comprises a plurality of output queues associated with egress ports 
of the switch that correspond to different priorities associated with received priority 
packets, 

wherein the plurality of output queues comprise a plurality of additional output queues 
for reserved connections, wherein each additional output queue is established and 
associated only with requests for reserved connections and reserved connection data 
packets for one reserved connection path at a given time, 

wherein the switch i s op e rab le for , in response to intercepting a reserved connection 
request transmitted between end stations in a network, d e t e rm i n i ng determines whether 
there is sufficient bandwidth available to establish a reserved connection path within the 
network, and if so. estab li sh i ng establishes a reserved connection path, a ll ocat i ng 
allocates the bandwidth for the reserved connection path, and forward i ng forwards the 



Application/Control Number: 10/526,412 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2442 

reserved connection request to the additional output queue associated with the 
reserved connection path, and for, in response to each packet received at the input of 
the switch, d e t e rm i n i ng determines whether the packet is associated with the reserved 
connection path and forward i ng forwards those packets to the additional output queue 
on the egress port associated with the reserved connection path for transport to the 
intended destination. 
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2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the 
independent claims require a switch to have additional queues that are used only for the 
reserved connection request and the reserved connection data for a single path. The 
art teaches reserved connections and high priority / quality of service queues, but it 
does not teach queues only for reserved connection requests and data for a single path 
as recited by the claims. These features in combination with the other limitations of the 
claims is novel and non-obvious in view of the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON RECEK whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1975. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jason Recek/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2442 
(571)270-1975 

/Asad M Nawaz/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2455 



